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1 NEWS STORIES MAY 9 HIGHLIGHT THE NATIONAL CRISIS IN EDU- 
CATION REVEALED BY A REPORT OF THE SPECIAL FEDECAMARAS COMMITTEE 
PRESENTED AT THE THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE FEDE- 
RATION OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE AT PORLAMAR, MARGARITA, 

ON MAY 8, AND TIMED TO COINCIDE WITH AN ADDRESS BY MINISTER 
OF EDUCATION LUIS MANUEL PENALVER. 

2. THE SITUATION OUTLINED BY THE REPORT WAS DESCRIBED AS 
CRITICAL, CALLING FOR AN OVERHAUL OF THE ENTIRE SYSTEM. THE 
MINISTER WAS SAID TO HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED THE VALIDITY OF THE 
STATISTICS, STATED THAT HE WAS AWARE OF THE GRAVE CRISIS AND 
CITED THE REMEDIAL STEPS IN PROGRESS IN THE AREAS OF TEACHER 
TRAINING, SCHOOL INSTALLATIONS AND EQUIPMENT, REFORMS IN 
EDUCATIONAL METHODOLOGY, THE IMPROVEMENT SPECIFICALLY IN RURAL, 
SECONDARY AND HIGHER EDUCATION. HE CHARACTERIZED THIS LAST 

AS FACING THE MOST SERIOUS CRISIS OF THE ENTIRE SYSTEM. 

3. DURING THE QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD THE MINISTER REPORTEDLY 
STATED THAT OF THE GOVERNMENT'S TOTAL EDUCATION BUDGET OF 

4.2 BILLION BOLIVARS, 1.2 BILLION WAS ASSIGNED TO NATIONAL 
UNIVERSITIES, WHICH BENEFITTED 200,000 STUDENTS OUT OF A TOTAL 
STUDENT POPULATION OF ABOUT THREE MILLION. 
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4. HE GAVE A FRANK ANALYSIS CONCERNING THE EXAGGERATED DEMAND 
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FOR AND COST OF UNIVERSITY EDUCATION, MENTIONED A PROPOSAL 
FOR INSTITUTION OF STUDENT FEES, PREDICTING THAT IF SPENDING 
FOR THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES CONTINUES AT THE PRESENT RATE, 

HALF THE GOVERNMENT'S EDUCATIONAL BUDGET WILL GO TO FINANCING 
THE HIGHER EDUCATION SYSTEM BY 1980 AND 75 PERCENT BY 1990. 

WITH REGARD TO PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS THE GOVERNMENT WOULD BE 
PREPARED TO MAKE GRANTS WHERE NEEDED PROMISING NON-INTERFERENCE 
IN THEIR ADMINISTRATION BUT HOPING THAT THEY WOULD ADMIT SOME 
ECONOMICALLY-DEPRIVED STUDENTS ON GOVERNMENT SCHOLARSHIPS. 

5. THE SPECIAL FEDECAMARAS REPORT PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING 
STATISTICS: 

DROP-OUT RATES 50 PERCENT AT ELEMENTARY LEVEL, 40 PERCENT AT 
SECONDARY LEVEL AND 80 PERCENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION FOR 
AN AVERAGE OF 30 PERCENT THROUGHOUT THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. 

THIS WAS REGARDED AS CRITICAL FOR A COUNTRY IN WHICH THE YOUTH 
POPULATION IS IN THE MAJORITY AND GIVES A DRAMATIC PICTURE 
OF THE TASK CONFRONTING THE COUNTRY IN THE THROES OF EFFORTS 
TO ATTAIN AN ADVANCED STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT. 

6. AT THE CLOSE OF THE EDUCATION SESSION, THE CONVENTION 
ADOPTED A RESOLUTION, WHICH CALLS FOR HOLDING A NATIONAL CONFER- 
ENCE OF EDUCATIORS, SCIENTISTS, AND INDUSTRIALISTS, THE SECOND 
SUCH NATIONAL MEETING TO BE HELD, THE FIRST HAVING TAKEN PLACE 

IN FEBRUARY 1962 AT THE VENEZUELAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENTIFIC 
INVESTIGATION (RESEARCH) IVIC. 
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